Chapter 4, Part 7
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Focus on the verb forms / infinitives, pronouns.
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’ o A Review of Plural Forms in the Past Tense

The sentences in the preceding paragraph illustrate some
plural forms of verbs in the past tense. As in the singular
______________________________ forms, the sound of the verb endings echo the ending
' 250NN Yy spmon:  sound of their corresponding pronouns in the first person -
------------- NNMIN N and the second person JIN ,ODNN , NN ,NNN.
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The verb endings in the third persons plural ()0 ,0M) ends in the vowel /00/. 3

For Example:
Feminine 92 Masculine 495%
NYIY NN DY W NYIY NN MY W
*1DY17 1IN nw1y NN *DpWly ODX DY) NN
WIAY N nYay Non WwaH ON w1 NI

* As noted in Chapter Two, the classical forms ]3__';1&:):_1? ,DJ__';\\{);? are used only in
very formal contexts. For complete paradigms see appendix A.

The dictionary form of the verb in the example above, \’):_1? i
. made up of two syllables.

You can see in the chart that most of the forms of this

two-syllable verb have the vowel /ah/ in the second syllable,

with the exception of the singular feminine form N’ and the

plural forms OM and 0 (see the third line of the chart).

This is typical of verbs like 92>T, 2NNN ,T0). Ny N7
' ’ DY) YN

THE INFINITIVE FORM - 5)_’19‘0 oY 421
Review Software Chapter 4:6 “Words to use with the Infinitive”

In English the "infinitive" (to run, to learn, to eat) is the form of the verb with “to”
preceding it and is written as two separate words: . In Hebrew, the infinitive is
written as one single word. The infinitive form begins with a prefixed 9 (see below).

The Hebrew infinitive has many functions, a few of which are used in Chapter Four.

1. Each "verb group" or 2?32 has its own consistent pattern for its infinitive.
2. The infinitive’s form within each )2 remains the same no matter the

gender, number or tense used in the sentence (past, present, future).
3. To determine the §?°)>2, you think of the “dictionary form” - TYOY) NN -

of the verb, for example 2N NI - DY P2 (past tense third person
masculine singular form) and then apply the verbal pattern of the infinitive
for that 19973 to the root letters of a word, for example: 2 11D > 2INI7.

--eeceeanoeenoeeeoee The patterns for  2OY97 112 D09 2 IV PP are

P WiaoD NI ND; presented below.

O OPIPN i
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MYYD - DY9 HM9N oV 4.21.1

PO RalY) TN NN
to study TIDD he studied ™07
to write 29122 he wrote ana

You see that the infinitive in '73_1@ )1 has a defining
“shape”. Look at the vowels colored in red for the vowels
typical for 9¥8 Y»2. TP, MDD /ih/ ishva/ foh/
vowel (/oh/ spelled with a vahv “ " which is placed between
the second and third root letter).

Memorize the vowel pattern of the infintive in "nby9-5y9 y»»2a
The letters ¥ and N can affect the form of an infinitive. Look at the infinitives )_’1)3\’)7

D'D\’)b below. They both end in an /ah/ vowel because the last letter of each word is
eitheran Y or N. The letters ¥ and N at the end of a word also change the form of the
infinitive in 99 "1 and in 2>Y9n P12,

to hear Yinwy he heard yny
to forget Nidvo he forgot NoY

MY - DY DY OV 4.21.2

to speak "\;lj? he spoke 127
to hike DMV he hiked 9"V
to cheer up DDY)? he cheeredup NV

Notice that the infinitive of this )2 has the vowel pattern
Ishva/ /ah/ /eh/ when there is no N or Y at the end of a word.

MNYYIN - DIYIN DYNON OV 4.21.3

to explain ‘\’_EIPD? he explained 297
to agree D’DPD? he agreed ©D0N
to promise D’_\J:JD? he promised D02

L PADNY NN NN . o .
: N NN Notice that the infinitive of this 12 has the vowel pattern /shva/

S fah/ /shva/ [ih/ when there is no N or ¥ at the end of a word.
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Chapter 4, Part 7

Let’s compare the three forms of the infinitive you have seen above:

to study TINYD he studied ™my
to speak ‘1;1"[? he spoke 927
to explain 1’3?0? he explained 207

Use these infintives as your models. Memorize them.
)N 4.214
< } Read these sentences to yourself. Write in the nikkud for each of the

infinitives.

Then listen as the sentences are read. Did you put in the correct nikkud?
JP92Y NIPO NNIIN .1 ’
JP92Y N2TO NYTY N .2

TPYNIN MDY NINN .3
DPYOM N NN IN 4
PROWIND TIPN NIAD ¥ IN .5

NYYT 4215

The following dialogue uses words that are often used with an infinitive. Note them.
must N want Ny able to, can pARY
permissible N please NVYPI] ready, willing A2 )A]

Read this dialogue with a classmate. Then switch roles. If you are studying alone your will have
to play all roles. (Watch your gender!) Yes, this dialogue is mostly in the present tense. But you
know all the words. Look for the root letters of the verbs. You should be able to guess the
meaning of the sentences in the dialogue.

NN OTPR NI2J 129 NNN, YT DV 37
DO PNLPYOY NI DD NDIN T

?(to go) 1255 NI NN NN 37T

Y I NN DX .NIAD NPINN DY )
RNASES

N0 OO IMNOND I PINN YD YT

DYN MY NIPN I2TY WP IND DND - NI

MO NIOX -N-N-N 37

DYS NN 10DDONRND NNIIND PRXOVINNIIN - T
J(Arabic) 129y 2N52 NIPY INTID

NN T2H122 NN MNXINND IV 37T
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H319N OYWH Y9N NN NNIYY HD”IN 4.216

Change the verbs in the sentences below from the past tense to an infinitive form.
Underline the words from the list above that are often used with an infinitive.

Example: Dan didn't eat. Dan didn't eat but he wants to eat
2I0N2 DN NIN YAR VINND T 9IN NI VT '

NN NN DIAN I ATND NYAD RO YY1

I8P M9 1990 NN VAN 190 XIP XY AN .2

N9 N NI NI NN TN NNN .3

NP 2NN 212> N3N DAN TN 2NN AN XD GOY 4
N2 9N DIN NONY NORY NI POITIVDN .5

1298 NN AN DINPT NN N

6
NIN NN DN PY MDNND NN .7
PYOY (PNVY) DN DN 1VPY .8

9

5N AN-HN2 NHMV XD NNIN

NI NN DIAN N232 NI207 XD NN .10

TN 12127 ND N DNY Oy NNO0N XD .11

fm e e e e e e e e e e e e e

9270 IWON WX NI,
TONY 0D @ LTION

mM¥IPA NMIY 4.22

1. Translate the four sentences below into Hebrew: _
A. I want to learn Hebrew. '

L

B. Do you want to hear a story?

C. Is he allowed to wear jeans at a concert?

D. Who knows (how) to speak Hebrew? I don't.
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